

[bookmark: _Hlk73461427][bookmark: _Hlk73454829]Modules from the MSc in Developmental Psychology & Psychiatry

The modules from this course involve key developmental stages across the early life course – providing an understanding of mental health problems or risk factors from birth and parental mental illness, to childhood and adolescence. Sessions include typical and atypical brain development and development of cognitive functions and social behaviours relevant to neurodevelopmental disorders, followed by a description/ classification of the most common mental health problems in children and adolescents, including Autism, ADHD, conduct disorders, eating disorders, depression/anxiety, and antisocial behaviour. Students will engage with internationally renowned researchers and develop knowledge and skills about perinatal mental health, the genetic and environmental causes of typical and atypical psychological development, the standard psychological therapies, and treatments available, and research methods and statistics relevant to this field. The course will provide both a research and clinical focus, and it is perfectly suited for students with an interest in psychology and psychiatry, and a background in psychology, biosciences, or medicine. 

Module 7PCFMHPI: Perinatal and infant mental health 
Credit value:  30 credits [Term 1: 10-27 October, 3 weeks, 3 days/week]; Fee (2022/2023) £2,000
This module aims to build knowledge and provide a comprehensive understanding of maternal and paternal mental health during the perinatal period, and specifically, the impact of parental illness on children’s early psychosocial and neurodevelopment. The module builds on recent evidence from a range of disciplines, including, developmental psychology and biological psychiatry. Students will explore the theories, research, and clinical application, that underpin working with both parents and their offspring from conception through pregnancy, birth, and the postnatal period to toddlerhood.  

Module 7PADDTMF: Twin Model Fitting Analysis 
Credit value:  15 credits [Term 1: 21-29 November, 2 weeks, 3 days/week] ; Fee (2022/2023) £1,000
This module will teach the principles of the twin design, a popular method used in Behaviour Genetics. Topics will range from the simple univariate model (one trait measured in pairs) to the multivariate extension, to investigate genetic correlation (or comorbidity) between traits and disorders, and also address the analysis of sub-populations to investigate ‘heterogeneity’. We will also introduce Liability threshold models as a way to deal with categorical traits. In addition to the theoretical sessions, the course teaches the basic practical skills to perform these analysis using the OpenMx (R-based). 

Module 7PADGGA3: Psychology and Psychopathology	 
Credit value:  30 credits [Term 2: 9-26 January, 3 weeks, 3 days/week]; Fee (2022/2023) £2,000
This module will focus on the specialist research into normal and abnormal behaviour, including detailed description of behavioural traits and mental health disorder classification and the role of genetic, environmental, and developmental factors and the interaction between these factors in the processes underlying behaviour. The uses and pitfalls of modern classifications and systems of psychiatric diagnosis will be considered. 
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Module 7PADDGWA: Genome Wide Association Studies	 
Credit value:  15 credits [Term 2: 16 February-30 March, 4 weeks, 1 day/week]; Fee (2022/2023) £1,000
[bookmark: _GoBack]This module will teach the principles and practise of the statistics used in current gene-finding methods for complex traits and disorders. These include Genome Wide Association Studies (GWAS). The module will give a general introduction to association testing (i.e., testing the relationship between genetic variants and occurrence of complex diseases/traits) as well as related issues such as quality control procedures. In addition to the theoretical lectures, students will undertake several practical sessions, acquiring hands-on statistical genetics training using applications in R and the PLINK software. The module develops general computational and statistics skills (e.g., multiple testing issues, statistical power, coding, and programming skills (using R), data file management and handling large data sets). 

Module 7PADDPAT: Psychological Approaches to Treatment	
Credit value:  15 credits [Term 2: 31 January -11April, 9 weeks, 0.5 days/week]; Fee (2022/2023) £1,000
This module will provide students with an understanding of the mainstream psychological therapies and treatments used in clinical practice with infants, children, adolescents, and their families, without providing any specific clinical training. By the end of this module, students will be able to identify the different available therapies, identify why some therapies are indicated and preferred over others and identify different support service systems.
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